Superintendent of Schools, Canton, III. During the last few years many statistical studies of elimination have been made, all pointing to the fact that a very large percentage of the pupils who enter school drop out before finishing the eight elementary grades, and a still larger percentage never finish the high school.
In this discussion we have heard little concerning specific and helpful plans to hold children in school. The plans given below were developed in part at several different places but they have been more fully matured and carried out in Canton than in any of the other towns.
Large Percentage The principal gives a talk on the work done in the High School, and upon the value of a high school education. One of the ward principals also presents the value of remaining in school. After a short interesting program of this kind, the children accompanied by their teachers and under the direction of high school pupils, are shown through all the different departments of the school. Especial attention is given to the science department, the manual training department, the printing department, the domestic science room, and the commercial department. In each of these departments students are at work illustrating the things done. In this way all departments are visited and the children become somewhat acquainted with the work offered. Probably for the first time they have had the opportunity of going through the building and becoming familiar with it. Whenever possible these same boys and girls with their parents are invited to a basket-ball game at night. The high school gymnasium and the high school grounds should be the center of school athletic activities so that the children will get the habit of coming there. All of this has its effect in holding children in school.
Talks about Value of Remaining.
Before the close of school in the spring each teacher is asked to talk to the children concerning the value of remaining in school.
She encourages the children to talk about the school and gets all the reasons why they can not or will not remain in school. This free discussion sometimes brings out criticisms of the school which are vital and which should be considered by the teachers. The superintendent visits many of the rooms and talks on the same subject, explaining and emphasizing the work of the upper grades and the high school. These personal talks instruct children and parents as to the advantages offered and they also show the value of many things not clearly understood before. Our experience is that our plan is worth all the time and energy it takes and that it has a tendency to stop elimination.
Letters sent to Individuals.
During the month of August just before school commences a little leaflet entitled "Does It Pay to Attend School?" is mailed to every sixth, seventh, and eighth grade pupil enrolled the previous year.
It is also sent to many high school pupils. This is a direct appeal and in many cases there is no doubt that it has accomplished good. This 
